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President Margaret Doherty in right foreground enjoying the picnic 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

I hope you all had a good summer and were able to get out and enjoy family and friends. 

I have had a busy summer connecting with other Irish groups in the Portland area to talk about some ways that we could 

all connect more.  One new group is Irish Network-Portland (INP).  It is a national organization made up of young 

professionals, many from Ireland working here in the US, who meet to network and socialize.  I had a phone meeting 

with the Irish Consulate’s office in San Francisco to talk about the Irish government’s grant program to Irish groups in the 

US to promote Irish culture.  They also talked about a Green Global Initiative, where areas in communities would be lit 

up green for St. Patrick’s Day.  We are in contact with Multnomah County about the Morrison Bridge and speaking with 

the City of Portland.  We will have more information later, so maybe you would like to approach your own local 

community to see if they would be interested.  On another note, I am also meeting with the Oregon Historical Society to 

see when we can get an Irish in Oregon Exhibit. 

 

Thanks to all who made the August picnic a success. It's volunteers that make our organization run. 

 

To keep everyone safe, we will be having our September meeting virtually.  In the meantime, stay healthy. 

 

Margaret Doherty, President  



TOGETHER AGAIN! 
 

Thankfully, the members and guests of AICS were able to gather on a glorious summer day for a picnic in The Grove at 

St. Birgitta’s Catholic Church, 11820 NW St. Helen’s Road, Portland 97231, our usual venue. Yes, we still live in Covid 

times and that reality is never far from our thoughts. But with careful planning and full cooperation we can enjoy 

companionship and culture again.  

 

 Complimentary hamburgers, cheeseburgers and veggie burgers; hotdogs; buns; condiments; chips and dessert were 

provided to all attending the picnic as was water, beer and soda. As you can see from the photos below a good time was 

had by all!! 

   

Christina White and her dancers Next generation of AICS members 

Madeline York and Joan MacNeill Brian Ó hAirt and Phil Meehan 



 
The picnic was the start of the sale of raffle tickets for the two deluxe baskets shown below.  We will continue to sell 

tickets at the September, October and November meetings, and at the Christmas luncheon. The ticket draw will take 

place at the Christmas luncheon. 

 

The Brady Basket, donated by Sean Brady, contains a gift certificate for a wine tasting for two at Archery Summit 

Winery, 18599 NE Archery Summit Road in Dayton, Oregon AND a $70 bottle of wine, 2 wine glasses, a cheese board, 

knives and a bottle opener, valued at $270. 

 

The Comhaltas Basket, donated by Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann, contains bottles of the Irish whiskeys Tullamore Dew, 

Paddy's, and Jameson's, a bottle of Hennessey's cognac, two bottles of Irish Death Ale, 4 tasting size Irish whiskies, a 

container of Marcona almonds and 2 Italian salami wedges, valued at a giant snatter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dancers under the watchful eye of teacher Christina 
White and past president Mary Rose Kerg 



MAGNANIMOUS SCHOLARSHIP DONATION 

Mary Meyer loved Irish culture, especially ceili dancing. She was a stalwart member of the ceili dance group started by 

Brother Eugene and joined by Bette Lou Halterman, Tom Milne, Christine and Kevin Seed as well as a host of others. The 

group not only danced but traveled the state reciting the songs and stories of Ireland. They never asked for donations 

from any venue they visited but many were given, leading to the creation of the AICS Scholarship Fund. The Scholarship 

Fund came into existence just as the formerly known Irish Social Club became the All-Ireland Cultural Society. 

Mary passed away recently. Her family chose to honor her in a way that would be meaningful to her by presenting AICS 

with a check for $5,000 to be donated to the Scholarship Fund. AICS is enormously grateful to the Meyer family for 

honoring Mary by ensuring the spread of Irish dance and culture through scholarships to applicants who want to pursue 

all aspects of Irish culture. Scholarship forms are available on the website: www.oregonirishsociety.org. 

Mary Marie Meyer   



CEILI OF THE VALLEY 

VOTE ON DONATION AT OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING 

Our next meeting will be held on Saturday September 18th at 3:00pm and brought to you on Zoom. The invitation will 

be sent out by e-mail before the meeting date. At the September AICS Board meeting a motion to donate $500 to the 

Samhain Festival to be produced by Ceili of the Valley was made. Now the membership needs to vote on that motion at 

our September general meeting. Most of you are familiar with Ceili of the Valley, a Salem-based nonprofit organization 

dedicated to promoting and perpetuating Irish and Celtic heritage and culture in the Willamette Valley, primarily 

through social and community events that incorporate music and dance. AICS and Ceili of the Valley have a history of 

mutual support that AICS is pleased to continue. For the 6th year the Samhain Festival, the largest in the state, will be 

held but like last year it will be virtual, with a possible live concert on October 23rd in Salem. 

 

The Samhain festival celebrates the cultures of the seven Celtic Nations (Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, Brittany, 

Galicia, and Isle of Man) through virtual music, presentations, and online activities that are educational and fun for the 

whole community. Virtual is not synonymous with no cost. All of the artists need to be paid whether they are presenting 

live or virtually. This is one of the best means of keeping our culture alive and well. Here is the web site for more 

information on the Samhain Festival. https://ceiliofthevalley.org. 

  



SOME IRISH NAMES  

By Joan MacNeill 

 I love words!  Loads of fun.  Names are a whole fascinating class of words. Here are a few of them: 

 Seamas.  Irish for James.  "SHAY-mus"  Irish does not have a J, hence the slender S.  Slender vowels are e and i. Slender 

consonants are those next to slender vowels.  Slender s is pronounced sh.  In Elizabethan times, James was pronounced 

JAME-us, hence the Irish Seamas.  It's properly spelled with a fada on the e.  Fada is irish for "long", and means the letter 

is pronounced long.  It looks like an accent mark.  Look for fadas on other vowels herein.  Thus it's Séamas.  Long e 

sounds like a in hay.  The first a in Séamas is silent.  More on that another time.  Also, the vocative case is that used 

when addressing someone.  Vocative Séamas is Shéamais. pronounced HAME-ish.  Of course you've seen the Scotch 

name Hamish, which is vocative Seamas made permanent. 

 Sean. John. Same switch, slender s for j.  Also, Sean is spelled with a fada on the a.   Thus Seán.  which we pronounce 

Shawn. Another word, sean (no fada), is pronounced shan, a as in "an".  It means old.  A storyteller is one who knows the 

old tales and folklore, and is called a seanachai' (SHAN-uh-kee). Just so you know not to pronounce our newsletter as 

SHAWN-uh-kee. 

 Colleen.  An anglicization of cailín, meaning "girl".  The ai is pronounced like the French ai, a as in "at".  Since it sounds 

so nice, people have used it as a name.  OK if you just want to call your daughter "Girl". 

 Caitlín.  Irish for Kathleen.  No k in Irish, hence the c, which is always pronounced like k.  It's pronounced CAT-leen.  

There are many regional variations in Irish pronunciation.  The t can be a little soft, so it can often sound like th.  The 

sore point is when people say KATE-lin.  Wrong!  But that's the Sassenach (Irish for "Saxon") for you.  It's sad when they 

name their daughters Caitlín, but don't know how to say it, so the lass grows up convinced it's KATE-lin, and gets 

offended when you try to tell her where it really comes from. 

 Máire.  Mary.  Pronounced roughly MAW-ruh.  The Virgin Mary is sometimes spelled Muire, which would be MUW-ruh, 

with the first u sounding like the oo in book.  The Irish suffix i'n is used to mean small, and is often an affectionate 

diminutive. just like our y, as in Joey or Jimmy.  Above, in caili'n, it's a diminutive of "cail" which has dissapeared, but 

once meant female person.  The endearment muirni'n, taken to mean darling or such, is an affectionate diminutive of 

Muire, so it would mean Little Madonna.  When speaking to your muirni'n, vocative form is Mhuirni'n, pronounced 

VOOR-neen.  So you might see Mavoorneen, from Mo Mhuirni'n, "My little Madonna". 

 I'm Sión, that's Joan.  It's often spelled Siobhan.  But that's usually pronounced shuv-AWN, so it's really Irish for Joanne.  

You could spell it Sióbhan, and stress the "Sió", then it would be "SHO-wun", almost like Joan. The i is just there to make 

the s slender, so it sounds "sh". 

 Another spelling note:  Traditional text has a dot over a consonant where we show it followed by h.  So Shéamais would 

be Ṡéamais.  That's usually used with the classic Uncial type, however, since we are so used to using h instead.  

Perhaps another Gaelic lesson next month?  



WELCOME – NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS 

The following new and returning members are welcomed into the AICS family: 

 

Elaine Ferrell Burns and William Burns 

Lawrence Phelan 

Thomas Phelan 

Andrew and Lanny Riehle 

Paul Werts 

Brian Doherty 

Karol Burke 

Noeleen and Brad Ashton 

Robert O'Gorman 

Phil Meehan 

Brian O hAirt 

 

So glad you could join us!! 

 

GENEOLOGY COMMITTEE 

Contact Don Anderson (dndanderson@comcast.net) if interested in joining the Genealogy Committee. 

 

 

CELTIC EVENTS 
Celtic Community Night at Artichoke Music, 2007 SE Powell Boulevard, Portland, OR. The second Wednesday of the 

month is dedicated to Irish music. Artichoke Music has returned to action. Please check their web site for upcoming 

events during the summer. 

 

2nd Saturday Community Concert has been postponed. 

 

IRISH THEATRE 

 

Corrib Theatre Postpones 

Corrib theater has announced the postponement of its fall season until February 2022. A full schedule for 2022 will be 

announced in the coming months with tickets going on sale in November 2021.   



IRISH CRUISES 

 

Joanie Madden 2020 Cruise - Postponed until September 2022  

 

For those of you who'd like to venture a little further from home, Joanie Madden and Cherish the Ladies are running a 

western Mediterranean cruise from September 5 to 12, 2021, leaving from and returning to Barcelona, Spain. Although 

Cherish the Ladies is a traditional band, there will be social dance music, singers, and comedians in abundance as well as 

Swallows Tail, a traditional band that needs no introduction, for set dancing. Need to brush up on your jive or quick step, 

there will be lessons available, sessions too for those who would like. Here are the ports of call for this cruise aboard the 

Norwegian Epic: Barcelona, Rome, Florence, Pisa, Cannes, Palma, Majorca, Spain. There is a range of pricing: interior 

cabins start at $1,399; balconies are $1,779 - $1,929; mini suites are 1969-3668. Airfare is not included in this pricing. For 

more information go to info@joaniemaddencruise.com. 

 

ANDY COONEY'S 23RD ANNUAL CRUISE OF IRISH STARS - 2022 

 

This talent-packed cruise will be leaving from and returning to Fort Lauderdale, Florida between January 29th and 

February 5, 2022. Andy Cooney and his band plus Ronan Tynan are the headliners but there are many other wonderful 

musicians and entertainers who will be on board for your pleasure. The ports of call for the Sky Princess, Princess Cruise 

Line, are: 

         

Grand Cayman 

Cayman Islands 

Belize City 

Mexico 

Roatan 

Honduras 

Cozumel 

 

Pricing for this cruise varies from $1,099 to $1,919.00 based on double occupancy, taxes and fees of $349 per person are 

not included in that pricing. If you book before June 1st you'll receive the premier beverage package, free wi-fi and 

prepaid gratuities. To book please call Travel Professionals at 1-800-724-9511 or contact them at 62 N. Main Street, 

Suite, #114, Florida, NY 10921, travelpro@warwick.net. 

 

Deposits are fully refundable until October 13, 2021. 

 

Those of you who would like more regular contact with Andy Cooney tune into his new podcast called Andy Cooney New 

York Irish Hour. You can find it through your podcast app or on You Tube. 



IRISH DANCE 

  

Irish Dance - Weekly Classes - All Postponed Until Further Notice 

 

Monday:  Set Dancing classes at Betty Woerner's, 2912 SW Arnold Street, Portland, OR 97219. Call 503-244-1593 for 

more information or directions. There is no charge for classes. 

 

Sean nos dancing taught by Maldon Meehan. Classes are available on Zoom and will cover a variety of themes such as: 

dancing to the tune; triplets; signature moves; improvisation and the body. Beginner and more advanced classes are 

available. For more information and/or registration, please contact Maldon at: maldonmeehan@gmail.com.  

 

Thursdays:  Winds of Donegal, 7-9:00 PM at the Winona Grange, 8340 SW Seneca St., Tualatin, $5 fee.  Beginners always 

welcomed! 

 

  

Monthly Dance Events - All Postponed Until Further Notice 

  

Ceili Mor:  1st Friday of the month. 8-11 PM (Doors open 7:30 PM), October through May, Winona Grange, 8340 SW 

Seneca St., Tualatin.  $12 adults, $10 students (Age 12 and up), veterans, and seniors 65 and over $10.00.  

For more information please go to SandAIrish Entertainment.com or www.irishpdx.com. 

 

Irish Jam Session:  2nd Sunday of the month. 3-6:00 PM, Winona Grange, 8340 SW Seneca St., Tualatin.  For more 

information, contact Sam Keator at sam.keator@frontier.com. 

 

Ceili of the Valley: 2nd Friday Ceili. 8-11PM (Doors open 7:00 PM, lesson about 7:15), Year Round, VFW Hall, 630 Hood St 

NE, Salem.  $10 General, $8 CVS Member, $5 students (age 11 and up), Kids 10 and under are free, $30 Family.   For 

more information please go to www.ceiliofthevalley.org 

 

Ceili of the Valley also hold classes every Tuesday from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the same location.  $5 per class 

 

Tir Eoghain ceili class has now gone from a weekly to a monthly meeting. There will be no class until further notice. The 

new date and time will appear in next month's newsletter. 

 

Comhaltas Ceili: 4th Friday of the month ceili usually held at the Sellwood Community House, 1436 SE Spokane Street, 

Portland, OR 97202, has been postponed. When it resumes the schedule will be:Foinn Seisun tune learning from 4:00-

5:00 pm; Irish Gaelic Conversation from 4:00-6:00 pm; Improver Session from 5:00-6:00 pm; Irish Song Circle from 5:00-

6:00 pm; pot luck from 6:00-7:00 pm; open session 7:00-9:45 pm; set dancing lesson 7:00-7:30 pm; set/ceili dancing 

from 7:30-9:45 pm. 

 

  



ADVERTISEMENTS 
  

If you have a business or a service to offer to our members, let us advertise for you.  We can print your business card for 

$25 per year.  An Seanachai goes to more than one hundred local households.   For more information about this 

incredible bargain send an e-mail to Dorothy Foley at abbydorneypdx@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR THE AICS 

  

Address:      AICS of Oregon 

                    PO Box 3411 

                    Portland, OR  97208 

Telephone: 503 286 4812 

Website:  www.oregonirishsociety.org 

  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021-2022 

President:  Margaret Doherty 

Vice President:  Christina White 

Recording Secretary:  Dorothy Foley 

Corresponding Secretary:  Mary Rose Kerg 

Treasurer: Julie O'Connell 

Directors:  Patsy Lee, Lois Delahanty, Beth Setters 

Trustees: Molly McGuire, Sam Keator, Brendan Kerg 

Editor of An Seanachai:  Dorothy Foley

 

COMMITTEES 

Book Club:  Julie O’Connell 

Communications:  Mary Rose Kerg 

Genealogy:  Don Anderson 

Scholarship:  Lois Delihanty and Christina White 

Sunshine:  Patsy Lee 

Webpage and Facebook: Christina White 

History Committee: Mary Rose Kerg and Dorothy Foley 

 

  

CONSULATE GENERAL OF 

IRELAND 

Robert O’Driscoll, Consul General of Ireland 

100 Pine Street 

San Francisco, CA  94111 

Tel:  415 392 4214 

Fax: 415 392 0885 

Email:  SanFranConGen@dfa.ie 

Website:  www.consulateofirelandsanfrancisco.org 

HONORARY CONSULATE OF 

IRELAND 

John F. Keane 

7511 10th St SW, Unit #1 

Edmonds, WA  98026 

Tel:  425 582 2688 

Email:  JKeane@IrishConsulSeattle.com 

Website:  www.IrishConsulSeattle.com 

 

The AICS is a federally recognized 501(3)(c) non-profit public 

benefit cultural organization.  The AICS is listed with the State 

of Oregon as a non-profit corporation.  Donations and 

contributions made to the AICS may be tax deductible for 

income tax purposes. 

 


