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THANKSGIVING - A TIME FOR REMEMBRANCE AND REFLECTION
As Tom Turkey struts across the landscape we, as so many previous
generations, recognize him as a national symbol of America's wealth
and ability to provide for its citizens. That may seem ironic in a time of
pandemic and economic hardship but it's not much different from that
first Thanksgiving celebrated by the Pilgrims in 1621. They, too, were
confronted by disease (much of which they carried and spread to
Native Americans) as well as a shortage of food and provisions - a
common plight of immigrants - and now the unemployed. But all of us
who are reading these words have much to be thankful for - we're
alive and well enough to read them. And, a viable vaccine to combat
Covid 19 appears to be just around the corner.
While history books note that the first Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621, it was not formally recognized as a national
day of remembrance until more than 200 years later and a federal holiday until more than 300 years later. George
Washington was in favor of establishing it as such but Thomas Jefferson was not, arguing that a formal day of prayer and
gratitude was antithetical to a country that espoused a separation of church and state. It wasn't until Abraham Lincoln,
grateful for the Union victory at the Battle of Gettysburg, declared on October 3,1863 that a national day of
Thanksgiving would be established as the fourth Thursday of November, not as a federal holiday but much the way we
now recognize Flag Day, as a day of celebration It was Franklin D. Roosevelt who declared it a national holiday in 1939,
initially selecting the third Thursday in November as the appropriate day. Realizing that this was a mistake, he moved to
change it to the fourth Thursday effective in November 1941. For the 79 years since then we have celebrated
Thanksgiving on the fourth Thursday of November.

An Artist's Rendering of The First Thanksgiving

NOVEMBER MEETING
Our November meeting will be conducted by ZOOM, please follow the information detailed below to attend. There will
be a show and tell portion of the meeting that will provide some levity in this very subdued period. Feel free to show an
Irish item, relate your experience of Ireland, Irish culture or any Irish story of your choice but limit your presentation to 3
minutes so everyone can be included.
November General Meeting Information – VIA ZOOM
Nov 21, 2020 @1:30 PM
Please plan to log on at least 15 minutes early so we can work out the kinks. We plan to start the meeting at 1:40 so we
can give everyone time to log on and get settled. Early birds will get to socialize a bit before the business meeting starts.

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON - INDEFINITELY POSTPONED
We were hoping to hold our Christmas Luncheon on Saturday, December 5, 2020 from 1:00-4:00 pm at the Monarch
Hotel, 12566 SE 93rd Ave. in Clackamas, as we did last year but the Governor's directive in the face of the climbing Covid
count requires us to indefinitely postpone this much anticipated event. We normally do not have a December meeting
as we are usually together for the luncheon. Hark back to your memories of Christmas luncheons past on that date when we would normally be together. Hopefully one of those promising vaccines will ensure a joyful "Christmas
luncheon" at some later date or next year.

Christine, Patrick and Kevin Seed celebrate at a Christmas Past Luncheon

JANUARY MEETING
Our January meeting will be held on Saturday, January 16th at 2:00 pm. We will be discussing a book that will be decided
upon at our November meeting. To date, Julie O'Connell has suggested "Normal People" by Sally Rooney. The title itself
is very enticing but other suggestions are equally welcome and it will be a majority vote that determines what our choice
will be. Please have a title ready for our November meeting if you would like your suggestion to be considered.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY CELEBRATION - 2021
Not much has changed since our last newsletter when it was announced that the Board had voted to suspend the St.
Patrick's Day celebration as we have known it. We are hoping to come up with a new format that will allow us to
celebrate our heritage while conforming to Covid-19 health mandates. Various options are being considered, including a
virtual festival. The Board intends to revisit our options in January and construct a safe, celebratory event. Any
suggestions you have would be greatly appreciated.

"The Way We Were"

THANK YOU OREGON CULTURAL TRUST
A sincere thank you to the Oregon Cultural Trust for their recent grant of $2,900 to AICS. The trust generously supports
cultural activities within Oregon and thanks to our Treasurer Julie O'Connell was made aware of our need for funds. If
you would like to donate to this very worthy organization you may do so. For more information see
https://www.culturaltrust.org/.

THE WORLD OF IRISH DANCE
What is a TCRG and why does it matter? TCRG or Teagascoir Choimisiuin le Rinci Gaelacha is a certification that is
awarded to teachers of Irish dance who have been through the rigorous exam process that measures their physical and
mental expertise. AICS member Christina White gave an in depth description at our October meeting of what the
certification entails. If you missed it you can view it on Christina's blog post on the AICS website www.oregonirishsociety.org. For dancers who wish to compete within Irish dance circles you must be a member of a
school that has a TCRG certified dance teacher. Despite having succeeded in gaining this certification, Christina and her
sister Victoria, who lead the Oregon Academy of Irish Dance, are devoted to the non-competitive world of Irish dance
where the joy is in fostering in their students an appreciation of and expertise in Irish dance. Both of them are worldranked step dancers who could readily choose either path, a competitive or non-competitive one. Read Christina's blog
to gain more insight in this important aspect of our culture.

HAVING FUN!!!

GOOD AND WELFARE
Congratulations to: Colleen Spiering and Larry Stanisier on their recent marriage;
Get Well Wishes to: Christine Seed, recovering from a broken hip;
Condolences to: Patsy Lee on the death of her sister, Mary Ellen Davenport, brother-in-law Will Davenport and to
Christine Seed on the death of her father.

GENEOLOGY COMMITTEE
Contact Don Anderson (dndanderson@comcast.net) if interested in joining the Genealogy Committee.

CELTIC EVENTS
Celtic Community Night at Artichoke Music, 2007 SE Powell Boulevard, Portland, OR. The second Wednesday of the
month is dedicated to Irish music. All scheduled dates are postponed until further notice.
2nd Saturday Community Concert has been postponed.

IRISH THEATER NEWS
Corrib Theater has postponed all presentations until further notice.

IRISH CRUISES
Joanie Madden 2020 Cruise - Postponed Until September 2021
For those of you who'd like to venture a little further from home, Joanie Madden and Cherish the Ladies are running a
western mediterranean cruise from September 5 to 12, 2021, leaving from and returning to Barcelona, Spain. Although
Cheriish the Ladies is a traditional band, there will be social dance music, singers, and comedians in abundance as well as
Swallows Tail, a traditional band that needs no introduction, for set dancing. Need to brush up on your jive or quick step,
there will be lessons available, sessions too for those who would like. Here are the ports of call for this cruise aboard the
Norwegian Epic:
Barcelona
Rome
Florence
Pisa
Cannes
Palma, Majorca, Spain
There is a range of pricing: interior cabins start at $1,399; balconies are $1,779 - $1,929; mini suites are 1969-3668.
Airfare is not included in this pricing.
For more information go to info@joaniemaddencruise.com.

IRISH DANCE
Irish Dance - Weekly Classes - All Postponed Until Further Notice
Monday: Set Dancing classes at Betty Woerner's, 2912 SW Arnold Street, Portland, OR 97219. Call 503-244-1593 for
more information or directions. There is no charge for classes.
Sean nos dancing taught by Maldon Meehan. Classes are available on Zoom and will cover a variety of themes such as:
dancing to the tune; triplets; signature moves; improvisation and the body. Beginner and more advanced classes are
available. For more information and/or registration, please contact Maldon at: maldonmeehan@gmail.com.
Thursdays: Winds of Donegal, 7-9:00 PM at the Winona Grange, 8340 SW Seneca St., Tualatin, $5 fee. Beginners always
welcomed!

Monthly Dance Events - All Postponed Until Further Notice
Ceili Mor: 1st Friday of the month. 8-11 PM (Doors open 7:30 PM), October through May, Winona Grange, 8340 SW
Seneca St., Tualatin. $12 adults, $10 students (Age 12 and up), veterans, and seniors 65 and over $10.00.
For more information please go to SandAIrish Entertainment.com or www.irishpdx.com.
Irish Jam Session: 2nd Sunday of the month. 3-6:00 PM, Winona Grange, 8340 SW Seneca St., Tualatin. For more
information, contact Sam Keator at sam.keator@frontier.com.
Ceili of the Valley: 2nd Friday Ceili. 8-11PM (Doors open 7:00 PM, lesson about 7:15), Year Round, VFW Hall, 630 Hood St
NE, Salem. $10 General, $8 CVS Member, $5 students (age 11 and up), Kids 10 and under are free, $30 Family. For
more information please go to www.ceiliofthevalley.org
Ceili of the Valley also hold classes every Tuesday from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the same location. $5 per class
Tir Eoghain ceili class has now gone from a weekly to a monthly meeting. There will be no class until further notice. The
new date and time will appear in next month's newsletter.
Comhaltas Ceili: 4th Friday of the month ceili usually held at the Sellwood Community House, 1436 SE Spokane Street,
Portland, OR 97202, has been postponed. When it resumes the schedule will be:Foinn Seisun tune learning from 4:005:00 pm; Irish Gaelic Conversation from 4:00-6:00 pm; Improver Session from 5:00-6:00 pm; Irish Song Circle from 5:006:00 pm; pot luck from 6:00-7:00 pm; open session 7:00-9:45 pm; set dancing lesson 7:00-7:30 pm; set/ceili dancing
from 7:30-9:45 pm.

ADVERTISEMENTS
If you have a business or a service to offer to our members, let us advertise for you. We can print your business card for
$25 per year. An Seanachai goes to more than one hundred local households. For more information about this
incredible bargain send an e-mail to Dorothy Foley at abbydorneypdx@gmail.com.

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR THE AICS
Address:

Telephone:
Website:

AICS of Oregon
PO Box 3411
Portland, OR 97208
503 286 4812
www.oregonirishsociety.org

The AICS is a federally recognized 501(3)(c) non-profit public
benefit cultural organization. The AICS is listed with the State
of Oregon as a non-profit corporation. Donations and
contributions made to the AICS may be tax deductible for
income tax purposes.

Board of Directors 2020-2021:
President: Mary Sacksteder
Vice President: Jim O'Connell
Recording Secretary: Beth Setters
Corresponding Secretary: Mary Rose Kerg

Treasurer: Julie O'Connell
Directors: Patsy Lee, Lois Delahanty, Brendan Kerg
Trustees: Molly McGuire, Sam Keator, Dorothy Foley
Editor of An Seanachai: Dorothy Foley

Left to right: Mary Sacksteder, Jim O'Connell, Louise Martell, Caroline Fogartt, Shirley Hahn, Molly McGuire,
Dorothy Foley, Julie O'Connell, Brendan Kerg. Missing: Colleen Spiering, Helen Grealish.

Committees
Book Club: Julie O’Connell
Communications: Mary Rose Kerg
Genealogy: Don Anderson
Scholarship: Jim O'Connell
Sunshine: Patsy Lee
St. Patrick’s Celebration 2020: Brendan Kerg and Mary Rose Kerg, Louise Martell, Rose Ann and Tony Ranft

Consulate General of Ireland:
Robert O’Driscoll, Consul General of Ireland
100 Pine Street
San Francisco, CA 94111
Tel: 415 392 4214
Fax: 415 392 0885
Email: SanFranConGen@dfa.ie
Website: www.consulateofirelandsanfrancisco.org

Honorary Consulate of Ireland:
John F. Keane
7511 10th St SW, Unit #1
Edmonds, WA 98026
Tel: 425 582 2688
Email: JKeane@IrishConsulSeattle.com
Website: www.IrishConsulSeattle.com

