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Winter in Oregon at Multnomah Falls 

 

COVID-19, WINTER STORMS AND…BETTER DAYS TO COME! 
 

This has been a particularly difficult year in Oregon. Frightening wild fires, the Covid-19 onslaught, and a crippling ice 

storm leaving people without power, hence heat, for days has dampened the mood for many of us. But our most joyous 

season, St. Patrick's, will soon be upon us and preparations are afoot to celebrate our Patron Saint with the same elan 

we demonstrate every year. Nonetheless, this year will, by necessity, be slightly different. We will enjoy a VIRTUAL St. 

Patrick's celebration but with the same music and dance, stories and puppet shows that we have had in the past.  See 

below for a better idea of what's available and afoot. 



 

FEBRUARY MEETING 

 

Our February meeting as well as our monthly meetings throughout the spring will be over Zoom. Links were emailed out.  

 

Mark your calendars for February 20th, March 20th, April 17th, and May 15th, all at 1:45 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LEAD UP TO ST. PATRICK'S DAY 
 

There are several area events that are an appropriate lead up to our own St. Pat's celebration. 

 

 

Gresham AICS Event 

 

The All Ireland Cultural Society has partnered with the Gresham Center for the Arts for a program on March 1st at 

7:00PM dedicated to Irish entertainment. AICS member Tim Birr will open the show by displaying his prodigious piping 

ability, followed by Irish music makers Cary Novotny, Eddie Parente and Matty Sears. President Mary Sacksteder and 

Past President Mary Rose Kerg will make an appearance as well. You can catch this presentation at 

https://greshamcenterforthearts.org/  

 

 

Portland Story Tellers Guild March Performance 

  

The Portland Story Tellers Guild will give their March monthly performance on Saturday evening March 6th. The stories 

are varied and will appeal to some aspect of daily life. You can register for this performance at this link. Tickets are $10 -

per household. 

 

 

Storyteller William Kennedy Hornyak 

  

Storyteller William Kennedy Hornyak is presenting "Tales of Erin's Daughters", celebrating the wild Celtic feminine from 

lusty Queen Maeve and pirate Grace O'Malley to the Hag of Beara and White Witch of Feakle in celebration of the St. 

Patrick's season. Three performances are available: March 17th at 6:00pm (mature audience); Friday, March 19th at 

6:00pm (mature audience) and Sunday, March 21st at 2:00pm (family show).  

 

Click here for the Zoom Link. 

 

The Event is free but donations are welcome via Paypal or via mail to: 

 

Will Hornyak  

11375 SE 33rd Ave.  

Milwaukie, OR 97222 

https://greshamcenterforthearts.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/5216101636407/WN_6KR3-oilSWeMaT5bhBJOKg
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82659078275
https://paypal.me/WillHornyak?locale.x=e


A VIRTUAL ST. PATRICK’S CELEBRATION 
The All Ireland Cultural Society has hosted the St. Patrick's Day celebration for almost 80 years. Unfortunately, all events 

last year with 250 people or more were cancelled by Governor Brown five days before March 17th due to Covid-19. We 

could not let the pandemic get the best of such a traditional celebration this year so we will have our very first "virtual" 

celebration on March 17, 2021. 

 

The celebration will be fashioned after our traditional program and will consist of the following entertainment: 

 

The Tualatin Valley Firefighters Pipes and Drums 

Stew White and the Oregon Fire Choir 

Molly Malone Dancers and Yeates Academy 

Oregon Irish Dance Academy 

An Daire Academy 

Cary Novotny, Skip Parente and Matty Sears Band 

Maldon Meehan - Sean Nos dancing 

Tir Eoghain Ceili Dancers 

A sing-a-long 

Ceili of the Valley Ceili Dancers 

Penny’s Puppet show .......and MORE 

 

These wonderful performances will be available on our website www.oregonirishsociety.org on March 17th via our 

YouTube.  It's free for you to enjoy!  Here is a link to a promo video to give you an idea of the kind of entertainment we 

are offering. All the info about the event is at www.oregonirishsociety.org.  
 

www.oregonirishsociety.org%20
https://youtu.be/knsWbPxTCDw
www.oregonirishsociety.org


GOOD AND WELFARE 

  

Get Well Wishes go out to Larry McKinley who has weathered serious lung surgery and is resting comfortably at home. 

 

Congratulations to Christine Seed on her recent retirement from the Bonneville Power Administration and to Mary Rose 

Kerg, also a Bonneville retiree, on celebrating her 80th birthday. Let the games begin for both of these invaluable 

women! 

 

Welcome to new members Anneke O'Brien and David O'Brien. 

 

Condolences to the family of long time member Peter Plunkett who recently passed away.  

 

 

GENEOLOGY COMMITTEE 

Contact Don Anderson (dndanderson@comcast.net) if interested in joining the Genealogy Committee. 

  

 

CELTIC EVENTS 
Celtic Community Night at Artichoke Music, 2007 SE Powell Boulevard, Portland, OR. The second Wednesday of the 

month is dedicated to Irish music. All scheduled dates are postponed until further notice. 

 

2nd Saturday Community Concert has been postponed. 

 

 

IRISH THEATER NEWS 

Gemma Whelan has announced that Corrib Theatre has commissioned three short audio plays from Irish playwrights 

that will deal with the current global turmoil. Those authors are Jodi McCarrick, Rosaleen McDonough and Bisi Adigun, a 

Nigerian-Irish author. Those plays will be available in early 2021 and a discussion will be held via Zoom. We're all anxious 

for the new Corrib season to begin and if you have questions or would simply like to chat with Gemma she invites you to 

do so via e-mail. Her address is gemma@corribtheatre.org. 

 

 

IRISH CRUISES 

 

Joanie Madden 2020 Cruise is postponed until September 2021. This cruise is still a go! For those of you who'd like to 

venture a little further from home, Joanie Madden and Cherish the Ladies are running a western Mediterranean cruise 

from September 5 to 12, 2021, leaving from and returning to Barcelona, Spain. Although Cherish the Ladies is a 

traditional band, there will be social dance music, singers, and comedians in abundance as well as Swallows Tail, a 

traditional band that needs no introduction, for set dancing. Need to brush up on your jive or quick step, there will be 

lessons available, sessions too for those who would like. Here are the ports of call for this cruise aboard the Norwegian 

Epic: Barcelona, Rome, Florence, Pisa, Cannes, Palma, Majorca, Spain. There is a range of pricing: interior cabins start at 

$1,399; balconies are $1,779 - $1,929; mini suites are 1969-3668. Airfare is not included in this pricing. For more 

information go to info@joaniemaddencruise.com. 



IRISH DANCE 

  

Irish Dance - Weekly Classes - All Postponed Until Further Notice 

 

Monday:  Set Dancing classes at Betty Woerner's, 2912 SW Arnold Street, Portland, OR 97219. Call 503-244-1593 for 

more information or directions. There is no charge for classes. 

 

Sean nos dancing taught by Maldon Meehan. Classes are available on Zoom and will cover a variety of themes such as: 

dancing to the tune; triplets; signature moves; improvisation and the body. Beginner and more advanced classes are 

available. For more information and/or registration, please contact Maldon at: maldonmeehan@gmail.com.  

 

Thursdays:  Winds of Donegal, 7-9:00 PM at the Winona Grange, 8340 SW Seneca St., Tualatin, $5 fee.  Beginners always 

welcomed! 

 

  

Monthly Dance Events - All Postponed Until Further Notice 

  

Ceili Mor:  1st Friday of the month. 8-11 PM (Doors open 7:30 PM), October through May, Winona Grange, 8340 SW 

Seneca St., Tualatin.  $12 adults, $10 students (Age 12 and up), veterans, and seniors 65 and over $10.00.  

For more information please go to SandAIrish Entertainment.com or www.irishpdx.com. 

 

Irish Jam Session:  2nd Sunday of the month. 3-6:00 PM, Winona Grange, 8340 SW Seneca St., Tualatin.  For more 

information, contact Sam Keator at sam.keator@frontier.com. 

 

Ceili of the Valley: 2nd Friday Ceili. 8-11PM (Doors open 7:00 PM, lesson about 7:15), Year Round, VFW Hall, 630 Hood St 

NE, Salem.  $10 General, $8 CVS Member, $5 students (age 11 and up), Kids 10 and under are free, $30 Family.   For 

more information please go to www.ceiliofthevalley.org 

 

Ceili of the Valley also hold classes every Tuesday from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the same location.  $5 per class 

 

Tir Eoghain ceili class has now gone from a weekly to a monthly meeting. There will be no class until further notice. The 

new date and time will appear in next month's newsletter. 

 

Comhaltas Ceili: 4th Friday of the month ceili usually held at the Sellwood Community House, 1436 SE Spokane Street, 

Portland, OR 97202, has been postponed. When it resumes the schedule will be:Foinn Seisun tune learning from 4:00-

5:00 pm; Irish Gaelic Conversation from 4:00-6:00 pm; Improver Session from 5:00-6:00 pm; Irish Song Circle from 5:00-

6:00 pm; pot luck from 6:00-7:00 pm; open session 7:00-9:45 pm; set dancing lesson 7:00-7:30 pm; set/ceili dancing 

from 7:30-9:45 pm. 

 

  



ADVERTISEMENTS 
  

If you have a business or a service to offer to our members, let us advertise for you.  We can print your business card for 

$25 per year.  An Seanachai goes to more than one hundred local households.   For more information about this 

incredible bargain send an e-mail to Dorothy Foley at abbydorneypdx@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR THE AICS 

  

Address:      AICS of Oregon 

                    PO Box 3411 

                    Portland, OR  97208 

Telephone: 503 286 4812 

Website:  www.oregonirishsociety.org 

  

  

Board of Directors 2020-2021: 

 

President:  Mary Sacksteder 

Vice President:  Jim O'Connell 

Recording Secretary:  Beth Setters 

Corresponding Secretary:  Mary Rose Kerg 

Treasurer: Julie O'Connell 

Directors:  Patsy Lee, Lois Delahanty, Brendan Kerg 

Trustees: Molly McGuire, Sam Keator, Dorothy Foley 

Editor of An Seanachai:  Dorothy Foley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right:  Mary Sacksteder, Jim O'Connell, Louise Martell, Caroline Fogarty, Shirley Hahn, Molly McGuire, 

Dorothy Foley, Julie O'Connell, Brendan Kerg. Missing:  Colleen Spiering, Helen Grealish. 

 

 

Committees 

          Book Club:  Julie O’Connell 

          Communications:  Mary Rose Kerg 

          Genealogy:  Don Anderson 

          Scholarship:  Jim O'Connell 

          Sunshine:  Patsy Lee 

          St. Patrick’s Celebration 2020: Brendan Kerg and Mary Rose Kerg, Louise Martell, Rose Ann and Tony Ranft 

 

  

Consulate General of Ireland: 

Robert O’Driscoll, Consul General of Ireland 

100 Pine Street 

San Francisco, CA  94111 

Tel:  415 392 4214 

Fax: 415 392 0885 

Email:  SanFranConGen@dfa.ie 

Website:  www.consulateofirelandsanfrancisco.org 

Honorary Consulate of Ireland: 

John F. Keane 

7511 10th St SW, Unit #1 

Edmonds, WA  98026 

Tel:  425 582 2688 

Email:  JKeane@IrishConsulSeattle.com 

Website:  www.IrishConsulSeattle.com 

The AICS is a federally recognized 501(3)(c) non-profit public 

benefit cultural organization.  The AICS is listed with the State 

of Oregon as a non-profit corporation.  Donations and 

contributions made to the AICS may be tax deductible for 

income tax purposes. 

 


